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GENTLEMEN, 
O U may probably be ;nclindd to 
afford a ſlender Attention to what 
J have to offer to You, when you 
find me ſetting out with an Acknow- 
ledgment of my Want of Abilities to diſcern 
the genuine and fixed Import of the Apellation 
by which you are addreſſed in my Title-Page.— 
I call you Tories, becauſe ſuch you call your- 
ſelves : But the real and eſſential Difference be- 
| tween a Church of England Academick Tory 
and a Church of England Academick Whig i is, 
I Sn a Secret to my Underſtanding ; both 

| A 2 


theſe 


(4) 
theſe having ſubſcribed the ſame Articles of Re- 
igious Faith; Both having given to the ſame 
Government the ſame Solemn Security for their 
Civil Obedience: Surely then there can be no 
Abſurdity in an Aſſertion that a Diſtinction 


made between Members of the ſame Commu- 


nion, fern Subjects to the ſame Prince, is a 


Diſtinction without a Difference, an Oppoſition 


in Name only, deſtitute of any Foundation in 
Fad. | 
Now as I ſee you eager on all Occaſions to diſ- 


-avow the Creed of Facobitiſm ; as I have known 


you fire at the moſt diſtant Imputation of any 


real Diſaffection to the Government by which 


you are protected, I do here as expreſsly difavow 
any Intention on my Part directly or indirectly 


to lay this Crime to your Charge. If amongſt 


you there are inrolled any Individuals of fo black 
a Complexion, (the Number of which, I am 
perſuaded, are inconſiderable) to Thoſe Feu 
I really do not write. Men fo abſurd, ſo very 
impious place Themſelves much below the 


Dignity of Reaſon and Argument. 


He, who can, for his own Temporal Advan- 
tage, enter into Obligations ſacred and ſolemn, 
as the Oaths of Allegiance and Abjuration. are, 
and This done, diſpute, clamour, drink, or riot 
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for the Perſon whom He has abjured, then 
wipe his Mouth and ſay “ I have done na 
6 Wickedneſs, muſt have a Syſtem of Mora- 
lity peculiar to Himſelf, muſt be deaf to the 
Voice of Perſuaſion, muſt be left to the Laſhes 


of a Fiend of his own creating, an Evil Con- 


—On ſuch a one (how much ſoever 
his Folly may render him an Object of Com- 
paſſion) Inſtruction muſt be loſt ; and if a- 
mongſt you there are, as you affirm, and as 
Jam forward to believe, none of this Caſt of 
Mind, no avowed Advocates for Perjury, it 


j follows that my Portrait of a Chimera, a Juring 
6] Jacobite, mult give Offence to no Body. 


But whatever you affirm of yourſelves, or 
whatever I believe concerning you, the World, 
which has it's Eyes upon you, will be claim- 
ing a Right to form a Judgment of your Poli- 
tical Creed, from External Appearances : And 


if theſe ſhall happen to be againſt you, where 
1s your Charter of Exemption from Wor! dl * 5 


Cenſure? , 
bSr,uppoſe, for Inſtance, (it 1s | not in the 


Power of Grimace, Buffoonery or a Childiſh 
Verborum Luſus to deprive a Polemick Writer of 
his Privilege to form any poſſible Suppgition} 


ſuppoſe, 1 lay, on a fair Scrutiny into the 
enen 


E 
Conduct of the Leaders of your Party, for 
more than thirty Years laſt paſt, it ſhall appear 
that no one Miniſter, no one Meaſure of Go- 
vernment has obtained your Approbation zo 
|; eſcaped your Diſpleaſure, can you, in ſuch 
| Caſe, expect that the World ſhould have ſuch 
a Partiality for your Sentiments, as to pronounce 
that the Rulers of Great Britain are always 
*r07g, and the Rulers of Oxford always right? 
And will not Thoſe, to whom you are not 
thoroughly known, be rather led to conclude, 
from ſuch a Continuance, ſuch an Obſtinacy * 
| of Oppoſition, that your Diſlike to every Pub- 
lick Meaſure proceeds from a determined Aver- 
non to © the Powers that Be? ———Again ; 
If in the Election of Members into your 
' feveral Societies (with an Exception to Two, or 
at moſt Three of your Colleges) ſuch Candi- 
dates for your Favour, as labour under a Suf- 
picion of any Zeal for the Government, have 
often been for that Reaſon alone rejected, when 
their Learning was unqueſtionable, and their 
Morals without a Blemiſh ;—And if in certain 
Publick Elections, made by the whole Body of 
the Univerſity, the firſt Point reſolved by the | 
ruling Party hath been, © that the Vote of every 
Whig Elector fhexld be fruitleſs ;'* it is to be 
feared | 
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| feared that the World, unacquainted with your 


Local Policy, may be apt to impute ſo extra- 
ordinary a Procedure to the Abſence of a 
proper Zeal for the Government in That Pu 


= Party — nd 


Lafth, The Preſs has furniſhed the World 
with Evidence that one Academick (a Gentle- 
man of confeſſed Learning, a Tutor of Ac- 


| knowledged Abilities, a Citizen in high and de- 


ſerved Eſteem for his Probity, his Honour, his 
laudable Conduct in Moral and Social Life) | 
has lately been treated as ill as, by the little 
low Arts of Ridicule and Malevolence, he 


could be treated: But for what Reaſon?—Why 
truly becauſe this Tutor had the Conſcience and 
Courage to publiſh a Lefure of Loyalty, and 


to oblige every Friend to Great Britain with a 
rational and cogent Defence of its preſent Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State. 

This is the Offence which has raiſed a Storm 


8 of Obloquy againſt him; to which He is as 


much ſuperior as the Approbation and Eſteem 


of the intelligent World can make him. 


Object of their Venom? 


But what is That World to think of his 


1 Libellers? May it not be ſaid that the Cauſe, 


which he eſpouſed, and not the Man, was the 


("EY 


Theſe, Gentlemen, are ſome of the apparent 
Errors in your Conduct, which has given Um- 
brage to real Patriots, to Thoſe who have at 


Heart the inſeparable Intereſts of their Country 
and of their King; and as they have no Method 


of attaining a Knowledge of your Political 
Faith but by your Practice, "Theſe Errors 
have created in them a Suſpicion of the Hit, 
which it is incumbent on yoti to remove by 


an actual Reformation of the Latter. And to 


raiſe in you a proper Attention to a Meaſure ſo 
laudable i is (on my Honour I aver it) my prin- 


e 


cipal, my only Point in View, by giving You | 
and M yſelf the Trouble of chis inaccurate 
Addreſs, ? 

Let me then requeſt you to look a very little ' 


Way back into the Hiſtory of England, and to 
beſtow ſome Reflections on the Conduct of 


your Predeceſſors (to their Honour I mean) the 
Oxford Tories at a Crifis when your Univer- | 
fity in particular, and the Kingdom in general 
trembled at the large Strides W by Papery 
and Arbitrary. Poiver ; when Royal Mandates | 
ſuperſeded the Althacks of Local Statutes, and 
Royal Diſpenſations over-ruled the Obligation of 
ſolemn Oatlis; when Proteſtants, becauſe they 4 
were Proteſtants, were by Violence deſpoiled of 

their 


- 
* 


© 


their legal Poſſeſſions, and Papiſts, becauſe they 


were Papiſts, were by Violence appointed to ſuc- 


ceed them: When an Ambaſlador was dele- 
gated from England to the Court of Rome, and 


a Cardinal Nuntio from thence received in 


England; both which, even by the Laws len 
¶ſubſiſting, were Acts of Treaſon, In a Word: 
When Religion, Liberty, Property, Reaſon and 


Common-Senſe were juſt expiring: At this me- 


lancholy Criſis, I ſay, what was the Conduct 


of the Oxford Tories? With what Spirit, What 
Reſolution, What Dignity did they maintain 


7 their own Cauſe and that of their Country a- 
gainſt the mighty Arm of oppreſſive Power; 
and in the very Preſence of a miſguided 


Prince, who, under the Influence of Popith 
Counſels, was meditating Their Deſtruction ? 
And when They found Remonſtrance and Sub 
miſſion, Reaſon and Truth unavailing Advocates 
for Juſtice, how ready were They to diſavow 
the Nonſenſe of Unlimited Paſſive Obodi- 
te enger; to have Recourſe to the Primary 
Law of Nature, and to ſeck Their own 
Preſervation by a Reliance on That Prince, 
who came to fave Them and the Nation from 


Ruin; and to whom, on his firſt Landing, 
They delegated one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


B Men 
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« He ſhould direct.“ 


Such was the Conduct of Oxford T ories a 
when our All was at Stake: Inſomuch that 
ſome Hiſtorians honour Them by a Surmiſe 


that theſe vigorous, theſe early Meaſures, pur- 


ſued by ſo conſiderable a Body of Men, had 


at that Time their Weight with the Nation : 


Their Weight! in ſecuring a bloodleſs Conqueſt * 


over Pgpery, in eſtabliſhing the purer Doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, in procuring a © Bill of 
= Rights,” a Second Magna Charta for our 
6 

Now theſe e Facts (faithfully re- 


ported) furniſh me with a Sort of Authority 


for ſaying that the Modern Tories of Oxford 


muſt not only be deſtitute of Faith and Ho- 
nour, but They muſt be blind to their own 
Intereſl, defign their OWN Deſtruction, and be 


* Dr. Finch, Warden of All-Sauls College, Son to the 
Earl of I Fnche] 24. 
eſteemed 


Men * of their Body, with an Aſſurance that 
They would unanimouſly declare for Him,” | 
with a Requeſt © that He would honour Them J 
e with a Viſit in his Rout towards London, and 
with ſomething of higher Importance to a Cauſe 8 
at that Time undecided, vis. An Offer of 
te all their College Plate for ſuch eee as 


Authority. 


Woo 
eſteemed Ideots as well as © Tranſgreſſors, 
ſhould They ſeriouſly purpoſe © to build again 
* the Things which their Fathers have ſo 
© wiſely deſtroyed,” and voluntarily reſume 


thoſe © Bonds, which Prudence, Policy, and 


Self-Preſervation have © broken aſunder.“ 
It cannot be, Gentlemen ! The World muſt be 
miſtaken in you. 

Thus have I aimed at a Defence of your 
Party againſt the heavy Charge of Jacobitiſin, 
and can therefore with the greater Freedom 
aſk you to reflect that the next Political Evil, 


to that Real Diſaffettion to the Government, is 


the Purſuit of ſuch Meaſures as the moſt Dzſ- 
affefted muſt approve. What theſe Mea- 
ſures are, has been already ſufficiently hint- 
ed to you, and I ſhall here only add an 
Obſervation that Thoſe, who have 0 Deſigns 
againſt their Country, may, by Indiſcretion, 
become the Dupes, the Under-Agents, the 
Tools of Thoſe who have ſuch Deſigns, by 
retailing (as it were their Virulence, by pro- 


2 pagating the Poyſon of Detraction, and by a 


continued Commerce in railing at Thoſe in 
Evils! ariſing from an Abuſe of 
National Liberty (That Palladium of Britain I) 
Evils! injurious to every State, to every Mode of 
B 2 Government: 


( 12 ) 


Government: Evils ! which manifeſtly deſtroy 
the antient Plan of Policy, eſpouſed by your 
own Party, vis. A rational Subjection to civil 
_ Power, and are highly unbecoming Men of a 
liberal and i ingenuous Education. 
But the Zealots, the Men of Clamour a- 
mongſt you have, it ſeems, now placed Them- 
hives in the Front of an Army of Advocates 
for Liberty ; and treat their own Syſtem of 
Paſſrve Obedience as Cavalierly as the Whigs 
did in the Beginning of this Century. 
« We have (ſay theſe Patrons of Diſcontent) 
« given to the Government all the Security for 
% our Allegiance, which the Law requires : b 
ee We have ſworn Fidelity to the reigning 
« Prince; we have abjured the excluded Fa- 
« mily: But theſe Oaths, theſe Obligations 
e cannot be conſtrued into Shackles on our 
« Under/ending : They don't diveſt us of a a 
* natural Right to judge of Men, Miniſters, | 
© and "30 and when Thoſe are ſuch as 
te We diſapprove, Reaſon will exert it's Em- 
te pire, will cenſure, will condemn, wall ſtruggle N 
« to reform.” : 
This is a plauſible manner of arguing, an 
Apology for Oppoſition, borrowed from Ori- | 
gina]! Genuine Patriots in Times of real Danger 


tq 


(12) 


to their Country; and to whom We are at 
this Day indebted for a full and free Enjoy- 
ment of our Re/zgrous and Civil Rights, But 
it muſt be allowed that This Argument may, by 


the Mouths of Murmur, Faction, and Ambi- 


tion, be proſtituted to pernicious Purpoſes. 


A. wiſe Man therefore will examine for 


$ :inſelf, and not take the Word of Obloquy 
for Facts of the higheſt Importance, A diſ- 
J paſſionate, indeed an honeſt Man will call 


upon the Railer for ſufficient Evidence of 
what He aſſerts, before he ſubſcribes to his Ca- 


- 7 lumny ; and require him to point out the 
# eſpecial Meaſures purſued by Power, which 
7 give Birth to his Cenſures, and to prove the 


Tendency of ſuch Meaſures © to hurt the 
* Common-Weal, to corrode, to weaken, or, 


e in any ſingle Shape, to prejudice a happy 


* Conſtitution in Church and State, fixed on 
, 2 © the firm Baſis of Liberty. —If the Evidence 


of this appears altogether inſufficient (as I am 
confident it will) how will you bluſh for having 


: ever ſuffered yourſelves to be hood-winked and 


3 led in the Dark through Scenes of Abſurdity 
and Folly (to ſay no worſe of them) by a Juncto 


of Demagogues, who (for ought you may 


know to the contrary) may have had Their 
private 


( 14.) 


private interęſting Views in the gs Ex- f 
ertion of Political Fury. c 


To diſclaim the Influence of ſuch . 


to think, to judge, to act for your ſelves will be 


a Conduct becoming, rational, manly. b 
Now as it is poſſible that by this Time 


certain Prejudices may have taken Place in 


your Minds againſt the Perſon and Character 
of One, by whom you are thus freely ad- 


dreſſed, and that Pernfioner, Tool, Hireling, &c. 


&c. &c. may be the Reward of His Inclina- 


tions to ſerve you, in order to obviate ſuch 
mean, ſuch ungenerous Artifices to diſcredit 
the Cauſe which I eſpouſe, I ſhall claim a 
Privilege, ſacred to many a Modern Writer, (a 
Privilege moſt wonderfully exerted by your own 
Chiefs) viz. to engage your Attention to what 
concerns My/el/. 


Know then, ye Great and Powenkd Patriots, 


that a Devotion to be paid to Miniſters, purely be- 
cauſe They are Miniſters, and a continued, uniform 
Approbation of whatever They deviſe, reſolve 
or execute (which, Heaven be thanked ! is not 


Law in This Land) are no Articles in my Po- 


litical Creed. The Good which they do, I 


gratefully acknowledge as a Benefit to my 


Country ; 


| 
| 
| 
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Country ; but, as I do not find them making 
any Pretenſions to the Gift of Infallibility, I 


would not offer ſuch an affront to Their Un- 
derſtanding as to ſuppoſe Them poſſeſſed of 
it. Miniſters are Men, and, as ſuch, liable to 
err: Aneventual Miſcarriage, attending wiſe and 
2 juſt Meaſures, brings with it no Reflection on the 
'r Head; and even Original Errors in Judgment are 
no Evidence of a wrong Biaſs in the Heart. 


Now as there is no Admiſſion for You and 
Me into the Cabinets of Princes and the Coun- 
ſels of Miniſters ; as the Spheres wherein we 


move are placed at ſuch a Diſtance from the 


; High Orb of Power, that it is impoſſible for 


us to attain a competent Knowledge of the 
ſeveral Springs and Movements which give a 
Direction to the Great Machine of Govern- 
ment, what Method can We, as ze and 


„boneſt Men, purſue in order to form a right 
Judgment of the Metives to Action in Thoſe 


ſo much above us ? 


None ſurely can with ſtricter propriety offer 


2 Itſclf than a known Rule in Religious, Moral 
I and Civil Life, viz. © To judge of the Tree 
y it's Fruits,” of the Intention of Thoſe 
in Authority by the viſible Conſequence of their 
Conduct. —And in this View let me alk you, 


Gentlemen, 


— 
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the moſt invenom'd Railer at the Times either 


Ou} 


Gentlemen, (I am ſpeaking to zealous Church: 
men) at what Period of Time, ſince the Re- 
formation, was the National Eſtabliſhed Church 


of England (to which I with as well as you 


can do) in a State more proſperous than in the 
Year 1750? When were All her juſt and le- 
gal Rights and Privileges more effectually aſcer- 
tained, or fixed on a firmer Baſis? At what 
Time was Eccleſiaſtical Authority placed in 


the Hands of Men of higher Abilities, more 
exemplary Lives, more diſtinguiſhed Learning, 


more beneficent Minds and (to comprehend 
every amiable Endowment in one Chriſtian 
Virtue) more Univerſal Charity? 

Are not the Numbers of Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers from the Church Communion daily dimi- 
niſhing ? Do not the Leaders amongſt them 
ſee, feel and lament the Defection? Have 
They not publickly acknowledged the Fact, 
and it's real Cauſe, vis, The Abſence of Per- 
ſecution? What greater Honour can They pay 
to Thoſe, whom the Crown has honoured witli 
the Exerciſe of Church-Authority ? | 

Facts will ever ſpeak for themſelves : Let |; 


point out a Miſrepreſentation, or bluſh for in- | 
ſolent Inſinuations that the Government of the! 
Church 


J damus, the Weight of a Royal Dilpenfation, 


(47) - 


Church is delegated to Men uncqual to the- 


Province. Again, 


As you are Academicks, T aſk you once. 


1 more to look back upon the Burden too 
grievous - to be born by your Fathers in a 


former Reign, and then to ſhew a lingle 
Bruiſe in your Conſtitution, made by the Iron 
Rod of Power from that Day to This.— 
Your peculiar, your juſt immunities, as you 
are a Society of Scholars, are preſerved to you 
entire; are reverenced (as it were) by the 
Laws of the Land; your Local Statutes have 
their full Authority un-impeached, unhurt ; 
None of you ever felt the Force of a Man- 


And here I cannot but remind you, that 
in a late Time of real Danger to our Con- 
ſtitution, when Rebel Enſigns were diſplay'd 
in the Centre of this Iſland, when the choiceſt 
of our own Troops were engaged in the Service 
of Our Allies on the Continent, and many 
wiſe and good Men had their Fears for the 
Event, His preſent Majeſty, conſcious of his 


N own Dignity, afſerted his Claim to the Alle- 


giance of his People, not by telling Them 
Fin other Princes had done) that He was 
© their King, and would be obeyed, but that 

| 2 He 


+ 2 = 
He had made the Laws of the Land the 
„ Rule of his Government, and the Rights 


* of his People the main End and Aim of | 


© all his Actions.” 


A Truth! worthy to be engraved on the 
Heart of every Briton. A Truth acknowledged 
and evinced by the Loyalty and Affection, 
the Aſſociations, the Purſes, the Arms of 
Engliſhmen at that alarming Criſis: A Truth 
which does infinitely higher Honour to the 


Prince of a Free People, than ever could be con- 
veyed by the Politeſt Slaves in ancient Rome or 
Greece, or in modern Gaul, in Panegyricks on 


he moſt illuſtrious of their Tyrants. 


But after all, Gentlemen, a negative Feli- 
city, an Indemnity from actual Mole/tation in 
the Enjoyment of your Legal Rights is not 
ſurely the whole of your later Obligations to 


the Crown, which (if I miſtake not) has been 
ſomewhat more than Juſt to you, and has De- 


mands upon you al Acts of Favour and Be- 


nevolence. 


What think Ye of the Profeſſorſbip of 
Modern Hiſtory, founded by his Majeſty's 


Father, and attended by ſuch Appointments 
out of the Treaſury, as make that Office as 
lucrative as it is honourable ? How many of 

you 


( 19 ) 
you have felt the Benefit of another Benefac- 
tion from the ſame Royal Hand,. I mean the 


! Eſtabliſhment of Preachers at Whzteball out 
Yy of your Body? And who amongit you can 
view the Front of one of your Colleges with- 
cout a grateful Acknowledgment of her late 
7 Majeſty's Munificence to Oxford? 


By reminding ydu of what you owe to 


the preſent Royal Family, I am far from in- 
7 tending to cut off your grateful Remembrance 
of the Bounty, the extenſive Bounty of a 
1 Great and Good Princeſs, 


„ the laſt of the 
Houſe of Stewart, to all the inferior Clergy 


of England, and of Her more eſpecial Bene- 
factions to your Univerſity. 
men, may Her Royal Favours and Thoſe of 
Her Succeſſors be had in everlaſting Re- 
membrance amongit you; 
Monuments of your Obligations to a Succel- 
ſion of Princes, who owed Their own Roy- 
alty to the Wiſdom of England and the Con- 
currence of Oxford in the memorable Year 


No, Gentle- 


and be perpetual 


1688. And may your Republick of Letters 


be as great a Stranger to that Monſter in 
7 Politicks a Proteſtant Jacobite, as to it's Ho- 
nour it is allowed to be to that Zrnatrck in 


F Religion a Profeſſed Deiſt. 


C2 Let 


(20) 

Let me then earneſtly entreat you (I ſpeak 
chiefly to the Young and Giddy amongſt 
Fou) to look with Horror upon the Preci- 
paice, towards which you are hurry'd rather 
| f by Folly and Wantonneſs, than by Black De- 
gu. For your own Sake ſtop ſhort where you 
are ; collect yourſelves; let 'Prudence, let Gra- 
titude, let your own Underſtanding, your own | 
Safety have their juſt Weight with you ; 
liſten to theſe Monitors, and ſtep over into 
a Path of Conſſtency, which alone can lead 
to true Honour. | | 
gil J have been told by ſome of your Friends 
| that the Fate of your laſt intended Addreſs 


lik to the Throne created great D:ſatisfat#1on, 
(it poſſibly ſomething like Reſentment amongſt | 
1 
N N why That Addreſs was not, could not poſſibly 
be received; and I acknowledge the Con- 
0 cern which I felt both at the Cauſe and the 
. 

ö This is a Matter of too high Importance, 
co delicate a Nature to be catrvaſifd by any 


Private Pen: On the Occaſion therefore I only 
venture to put this ſingle Queſtion to you, Was | 
it Wiſe, was it Prudent, was it Fitting in a | 
il Specch to be ſpoken by your Chief Magi- | 
10 ſtrate, | 


you. —lI have heard others intimate the Reaſon 
| 


the Perſon of Your Sovereign, 
' ſoft and tender Appellation of Intemperate 
Sallies of Youth to Crimes of a  Treaſonable 
{ Tendency, to an open and riotous Inſult on 
the Government? Crimes ! of which the Riot- 
1 ers were at that Time judicially convicted by 
an equal Jury, and for which they were at 
- that Time under a Sentence of Condemna- 
tion, pronounced by a High Court of Judi- 
cature? 


rence 
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ſtrate, in the Preſence, and immediately to 


to afford the 


Surely, Gentlemen, Thoſe, who penn 'd That 
Adareſs might have hgnify d Their Abhor- 
of ſuch Crimes in Terms of ſtronger 
Import; and (if They themſelves had pleaſed) 


0 have met with as Gracious a Reception as Any 
other Corporation Was honoured with at That 


Addreſfi ing Seaſon. | 
As I have not the ſmalleſt Degree o wt 


Will or even the leaſt Perſonal Diſlike to 


any Man breathing, I took my Pen on this 


Occaſion, with a fixed Reſolution not to ſuffer 


any Thing to fall from it injurious: to the 


J Character or Credit of any individual Mem- 
; ber of your Learned Body; having ever been 
7 perſuaded that all open Calumny and (what 
N ſeems to be more in Taſte with ſome mo- 


dern 


> a - & 
dern Writers) the flow Poyſon of a Sneer, are 
foreign to the Defence of any Cauſe, and 
greatly beneath the Character of a ſerious 
Writer, who will have in View Things but 
not Perſons, will reaſon but will not rail: 

And, I truſt, I ſhall not be charged by any 
of you with departing from this Rule, if I 
defer the Concluſion of my Letter, till I 
have told you that I have read and conſider- 
ed a certain Oration, lately publiſhed in a 
Language familiar to you; An Oration! ſpo- 
ken (as the World informs me) in an uncom- 
mon Manner, and with extraordinary Applauſe 
in the Preſence of your whole Univerſity on 
a late ſolemn Occaſion. I have, I ſay, af- 
forded a due Attention to this Aſtoniſhing 
Performance ; am vain enough to think My- 
ſelf Maſter of the whole Purport of every Pe- 
_ riod in the Compoſition ; of every reported 
Pauſe in the Action, and cannot withold an 
Intimation of my Concern that Prevalent Parts 
and maſterly Talents ſhould, at any Time, 
or on any Occaſion, be diſgraced by the Society 
of Slander, Obloguy, Faction, Sedition ; and 
that a Head, well-inſtructed, is not always 
attended by a benevolent Heart. 


Spleen 


ot 
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| Spleen and Malevolence in an able Writer, 
an admired Speaker, are to be lamented as 


a a Publick Misfortune. 


If the ſolemn Interdict of a Tran/lation, prefix- 
ed by this Gentleman, to his Learned Work, is 


really a Snake in the Graſs, and intended to pro- 
pagate Political Poyſon in the Language of our 
Country, © Caveat Inter pres.. If He meant only 


the Preſervation of a favourite Brat in it's Birth- 


Day Suit, his Caution ſeems to be quite un- 


neceſſary; ſince whatever Reaſons the Author 
may have to boaſt of the Impunity of Latin 
Invectives, a Tranſlator, of Abilities equal to 


the Spirit of the Original, may, probably have 
Penetration enough. to diſcover, that certain 


very diſagreeable Circumſtances attend the 


Ceremoniale of a Proſecution in the King's- 
Bench for a Libel publiſhed in Engliſb, the 


Evil Tendency of which is open to the low- 
Zeſt of his Majeſty's Subjects. 


One Writer, I find, (a Gentleman who 
lately was an Ornament, and will ever be a 


Credit to your Univerſity) has, with a Ma- 
Iſterly Pen, animadverted on This Railer at 
Mankind. His Defence of the Cauſe of Fi- 


1 and Honour, of the Learning and Loyalty, 


ebe Modefly and Merit, the Candbur and Calm. 


V ee. 
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neſs of an Injured, Inſulted Friend is a lau- 
dable and generous Meaſure. But Good Na- 
ture is inclined to wiſh that his Warmth had 
not led him to ſo cloſe an Engagement with the 
firſt Aggreſſor at his own Weapons. An Error 
which He himſelf ſeems to have acknow- 
ledged. Be This as it will : If Obloquy is 
filenced by his Animadverſions, the World wy 
have it's Obligations to him. 


I have only to add, that, if any Gentlenian, 
(pray take Notice that I ſay any Gentleman) 
amongſt you, whoſe Sentiments are not ſuch 
as Mine, ſhall do me the Honour to think 
that what I hive ſeriouſly advanced, deſerves 
a ſerious Anſwer, He ſhall not want a pro- 
per and Gentleman-like Reply : But at the 
ſame Time I tell You that the little Efforts 
of Malice and Scurrility, low Libels in, Proſe 
and Verſe, in Monbiſb or in Modern Rhime, 
the petulant Ingenuity of Grubſtreet, or the 
more ſonorous Oratory of Bllingsgate ſhall 
not deprive me of a Moment's Reſt, or of 
a ſingle Sheet of Paper. | 

I am ſatisfy'd with my own Intentions in 
this Addreſs, which are to promote your real! 


Welfare, your undoubted Honour, your lau-| 
dable 7 


dable Intereſt. Add bw, Gentlemen, you | 
may take your Time to laugh juſt as much 


la- as you think proper. I have already taken 
ad Notice of one particular Mode of Reaſoning 
he amongſt you on theſe Occaſions, I mean a de- 


licate and humane Application of the Terms 
Seeker, Time-ſerver, Prebend-hunter, &c, ta 
5 All Thoſe who have the Courage to eſpouſe 
the Cauſe of their Country, the Honeſty to 
write in Defence of the Conſtitution, 


285 Now to render this curious Collection of 
At ) | 1deas abſolutely Uſeleſs to you, as relative to 
17 my moderate Endeavours to ſuggeſt to you 
1! 


proper Reflections on your Political Abſurdity, 
rVes ] here defy the moſt ſharp-ſighted Genius a- 
mongſt you to dragg me out of a determined 
the Obſcurity : How then ſhall I be paid for my 
orts Pen and Ink ? 


ime, To FR” IE I well remember the Time 
thc when Oxford was eſteemed in England, re- 
ſhall vered in Europe : A Redemption of That 
r of Time may ſtill be effected by your Depar- 
ture from irrational Prejudices, by a Reliance +- 

on your own Underſtanding: Once more; 
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